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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

Time moves on, we are now in Lent.  

We have just started our Lent Study group. This year again we have 
based our study around a classic movie. This year it is Casablanca , “A 
Beautiful Friendship”   

The film is set in 1941 in Rick’s Café. Casablanca is a town in Free France 
and is used , if you can get an exit visa, to escape to Lisbon and from 
there to the USA. There are a whole mixture of people waiting. The film 
and our study is based amounts this group of waiting characters and 
the relationships between them.  

There are some parallels with our current situation, waiting for a new 
minister. We will have to be patient . We will need to complete all the 
necessary forms (our profile) and submit them when the time is right.   

As I explained in last month’s letter we also need to wait for the Area 
Pastoral Committee to define exactly what the pastorate will be. Only 
then can we start the process to exit our current state.  

However, the last 7 months have been really interesting. We have had 
lots of different people leading worship. It has been really encouraging 
to see more and more of our own people leading worship or sharing 
services. 

 It has also been wonderful to welcome new people from other local 
churches both URC and other denominations. I am sure there is plenty 
more to come. Julia Marsh is doing a fantastic job coordinating all the 
various preachers and getting Orders of Service from them in time to 
inform everybody concerned.  

Finances for the church continue to be a concern but we are aware 
that a number of people have been able to consider their own 
personal giving. This has been fantastic and will make a considerable 
difference. I do encourage you to think about this if you haven’t 
already.  

We do fully understand that many are not able to increase their giving 
and please don’t worry we do not want anyone feeling guilty. Yvette is 
picking up the reins  of the Treasurer role from Alistair.  
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A new invoicing system has been introduced for lettings and should 
speed up and improve the cash flow as well as reducing the workload.  

The boilers are working better now and the quality of the pellets has 
improved. However, we were faced with a national shortage of pellets 
and were unable to get a delivery. To eke out the few pellets we had 
we moved our Sunday service that week to the large hall.  

This experience didn’t seem to be a hardship to any one and there 
were lots of comments from people saying how much they enjoyed it.  

If we moved to the large hall on a more regular basis we wouldn’t 
actually save any money as we effectively get paid to produce heat. It 
does require significant extra work to set up the large hall instead of the 
church.  

We managed to obtain 3 tons of pellets in bags which were man 
handled down into the basement. (Thank you Henry, Nathan and 
Alistair). Then last week we received a full delivery from our supplier.  

I hope some of you are able to join the group on Monday nights 
studying Casablanca and I hope you all are able to take this time of 
lent as an opportunity to think about the events in Christ’s life leading 
up to Good Friday and Easter.  

There’s no Easter Sunday without Good Friday.  

There is no resurrection without the Cross.  

God bless 

Roger. 
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Family News  

During February we recognised two special birthdays – Alastair Clark 
celebrated his 80th and Yvette Gayford also reached a significant 
milestone.  

A service of thanksgiving was held at Park on 19th February for Ianthe 
Chaito who died in January.  

We have continued to pray for Jane Owen who is very ill with terminal 
cancer. Jane was a former Church Secretary at Park during the 1980s 
and we remember Jane and her husband Emyr at this difficult time.  

We also remember in our prayers, John Palmer, husband of Inger, who is 
recovering from major surgery and needing modifications to their home 
for his return there.  

We have continued to pray for Pat and Graham Fuller following the 
death of Pat’s mother and Pat’s aunt who died in January. Graham’s 
mother was in hospital with pneumonia, but is now home and needing 
a lot of support. We continue to remember in our prayers all those 
recovering from or receiving treatment, including Pat Fuller and Bob& 
Thelma butler.   

 Bob Dewing  

Letters 

We would like to say thank you to all our friends at Park for the prayers, 
cards, phone calls and flowers Graham and I received following the 
death of my mother from pneumonia in Epsom hospital, on 15th of 
December, my Dad’s sister on 22nd January and Graham’s mother’s 
admission to Epsom hospital with pneumonia shortly after my mother. 
Graham’s mother is happily a lot better and is now having extra care in 
her flat.  

It’s been a very stressful time for us both and we are still being kept very 
busy sorting things out, so we very much appreciate all your kind 
thoughts.  

Thank you very much, and God bless you. 

Pat & Graham Fuller 
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Update from the Treasurer 

Dear friends, I thought it would be helpful if I updated you regarding the 
state of the church finances.  As you will remember, I had to write to 
you with some bad news about our financial situation last month, and I 
know this has caused many of you a good deal of worry. 

I am pleased to report that there has been a slight improvement in our 
collective giving which is a promising start. I would, however, urge all 
those who have not yet reviewed their giving to please consider this as 
a matter of urgency.   

We have also been successful in negotiating a six month ‘holiday’ from 
our loan repayments.  This should mean that we will be able to meet our 
financial commitments during the coming year.  However this comes 
with a large caveat.   

We have no money set aside for repairs to the building and as you will 
appreciate our buildings are now beginning to show their age. 

I will keep you updated on a regular basis and I am pleased to report 
on the first ‘green shoots’ of an improving financial situation.  But as our 
recent winter has reminded us, we cannot assume an early spring! 

Yvette Gayford      

REinspired in Maiden Erlegh - ‘Difficult Questions’ 

In Religion and Philosophy this term, Year 8 have been joined by 
REinspired, who have led sessions on deep Philosophical questions 
within Christianity.   

With the use of puzzles and Jenga blocks, as well as a quick fire 
question round for our Christian volunteers, students got to delve into 
philosophical discussions based on the questions year 8 wanted to 
know the answer to.   

Our students didn’t make it easy for the visitors, as some of the questions 
they discussed were: is there evidence of life after death, how can God 
be benevolent (all-loving) if he sacrificed his only son and is Christianity 
really a religion or is it a relationship?     
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Our year 8 students were incredibly reflective; responding to these 
difficult, philosophical questions with careful consideration and 
eloquence.    

I am very thankful, as always, to all of the RE Inspired volunteers who 
gave our year 8 students such a great experience. 

Thank you especially to Carrie King who organised and led the sessions.  
I hope students continue to reflect on these difficult philosophical 
questions.  

Miss Jones (Head of Religion and Philosophy) 

Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Below is the updated list for the next two months. Following the success 
of 2017 we are continuing to do well for 2018.  

I have recently emailed several “new” preachers and I am gradually 
hearing back from them but there are still spare slots, one in April and 
plenty for the rest of the year.  

 4th March:  The Reverend Francis Jakeman 
 11th March:  Michael Penny 
 18th March:  Scott Wheeler 
 25th March:  Colin Ferguson 
 1st April:  Roger Clark (for Easter Sunday 8.30am and 

10.30am services) 
 8th April:  currently vacant 
 15th April:  Rev Alan Holmes 
 22nd April:  Rev Peter Crooks 
 29th April:  SALT Group Festival 

If you would like to lead a service or be involved in any way then please 
speak to Roger or me.  

Julia Marsh 
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Goals Update: Being more organised…. 

Last Sunday (18th February) I insisted Issy had a very early night as it was 
back to school the next day following half term week… She was NOT 
happy with me getting her to bed so early… She was equally 
unimpressed I wouldn’t let her watch a film and snuggle up for a while. 
It was simply bath, books then bed.  

I got her up at 7am on Monday (which was also a struggle!), made her 
packed lunch (she does a long day on a Monday now) and dutifully 
got her out the door. We got half way through our walk to nursery when 
my friend Jane rushed to me and said “Is Issy coming in for the holiday 
club today?” I said “no… its back to nursery today.. isn’t it??!”… “No 
lovely” said the lovely Jane “it’s INSET Day!” Aarrrhhhh!!!! But I will keep 
on trying…!  

Becky Jemmott 

Broke but not Broken 

Following on from the February magazine article I was quite taken 
aback about the full extent of Park’s financial situation. I knew it wasn’t 
going to be great but I didn’t realise it was quite as bad as that.  

I think the ‘Talent Seed Scheme’ is really clever and something all of us 
can get involved in. As explained, we can ‘group up’ or do individual 
incentives to raise cash for the building. It’s a great way of getting us 
focused on raising cash externally.  

A few months ago Issy attended a ballet trial at one of the dance 
classes held at Park on a Saturday morning. There are so many people 
who come through those doors within 2-3 hours, many coming in with 
take away coffees, teas, snacks etc. purchased in the local shops to ‘kill 
time’ while the children are in their classes.  

Could we think of opening a Saturday morning café and try and get 
the kitchen to almost pay for itself? It’s just a thought. If we did decide 
to explore this opportunity we could trial it and see if there is a market 
there.  

Issy wants to set up a ‘shop’ with little trinkets, ornaments, jewellery and 
fun stuff for children plus some homemade goodies we like to do at 
home for all ages (more information to follow). If anyone would like to 
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team up with Issy and I then please get in touch – I would be interested 
in speaking to anyone who can make candles, soaps, anything small 
that doesn’t cost a lot to produce and therefore won’t be an expensive 
product for the customer to purchase.  

I’m debating between calling the shop ‘Isabella’s Garden’ or ‘Isabella’s 
Dream’. The word Isabella means ‘Devoted to God’, so aside from 
having to call the name something with Issy’s name in (she is insistent on 
this matter haha!), it would also mean ‘Devoted to God’s Garden’ or 
‘Devoted to God’s Dream.’  

Any other ideas are welcome and it’s really just something to refer to. 
The Saturday cafe would be a good potential target audience for this 
idea as well as a secure way to sell products. 

We could be forgiven for feeling a bit glum – we are currently without a 
minister, our finances are pretty messy… Yet optimism we have in 
abundance!  

The spirit of Park Church is something words almost fail to describe; this 
really is such a special place. We might be a bit down on our luck and 
we certainly have our work cut out for us this year. Yet we are far from 
being broken! 

As Rod so fantastically said during his Prayer of Intercession on Sunday 
18th February ‘Despite the dodgy heating system and the precarious 
finances, oh how we love this place.’ 

Becky Jemmott 

Calling all Talent ‘Schemers’ and Gardeners 

Save the date - Saturday 9th June 2018 from 1 pm for a Table top & 
Plant Sale plus Delicious Afternoon Tea 

More details to follow but for those wishing to have a table please 
contact Yvette Gayford email candy411@btinternet.com or telephone 
0118 9889477. 
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What is Fair Trade Fortnight about? 

From production to purchase, Fair Trade is a model of 
sustainable, ethical trade that puts people and the 
planet first. It’s the easiest way to do the most good, 
every day. 

There is a belief that most people want to do what’s right for their 
families, fellow global citizens, and the planet. Based on the simple idea 
that the products we buy and sell are connected to the livelihoods of 
others, Fair Trade is a way to make a conscious choice for a better 
world.  

The problem is that modern global markets enable, indeed often 
encourage compromise, at the expense of producers. Fair Trade calls 
for higher standards for everyone. It is also based on the idea that 
earnings should fulfil basic household needs, regardless of volatile 
market prices.  

Fair Trade ensures producers, particularly in poor countries, have the 
money needed to invest in their lives and their work. In this way they are 
empowered to make choices for the good of themselves, their families 
and their community, regardless of gender or position in society. 

When people have the capacity to invest in better futures, the result is a 
healthier workforce, higher quality goods and ultimately less reliance on 
aid. Fair Trade allows producers to form committees who decide how to 
invest the additional money from their produce, known as the 
‘premium’, based on the greatest needs of their community: often 
clean water, education, and healthcare. 

Environmental practices have long-term impacts on the livelihoods of 
producers, communities, and the planet. Fair Trade standards work to 
keep the planet healthy for generations to come by prohibiting the 
most harmful chemicals and taking measures to protect natural 
resources. So in our everyday shopping if we look out for the Fair Trade 
symbol even though it may cost a little more, we will also be helping the 
poorest people to help themselves. 

Chris Gayford 
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SALT Group Pizza & Film Night  

On Saturday 27th January, around 30 of us children and young at heart 
met in the church to watch the film ‘Paddington’.  

The night was hosted and organised by the 
fantastic ‘SALT Team’. The children were asked 
to invite along friends – Issy asked if she could 
bring along her friend Charlie. his suited me 
perfectly as Charlie’s mum is my closest friend of 
25 years (poor, poor Sara! Haha). 

Food arrived part way through the film in the 
form of take away pizza and refreshments. We 
were also treated to birthday cake courtesy of 
the lovely Bethany! Thank you for sharing with us! 

The film itself was absolutely brilliant – a great 
choice and definitely worth a watch. The church was a great setting, 
especially when the sun had set and the church was almost completely 
dark. I had the pleasure of snuggling up in between Judith and Sara. It’s 
fair to say Charlie was somewhat excited about the venue and 
couldn’t resist ‘body popping’ and breakdancing on the altar! 

A huge thank you to Carrie, Simon, Jenny, Heather and everyone else 
involved in organising this evening. In addition, thank you to all the SALT 
leaders who organise classes and activities for the children at the 
church every week.  

I for one cannot wait for the next film night! With love, 

Becky Jemmott 

Sharing the Vision  

The February edition of Sharing the Vision is now available to download 
from our website www.urcwessex.org.uk It is called “Sharing the Vision – 
February edition” and is available in both Word and pdf formats. Links 
to both versions can be found in the scrolling news section or by 
clicking on the Newsletter icon. 
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Kids Easter Quiz 

 Question  Your Answer 

1 True or False: Easter has a fixed 
date? 

 True/False 

2 What type of bun is traditionally 
eaten on Good Friday? 

 

3 When do Christians celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus? 

 

4 Can you unscramble the name of 
a famous Easter character: RESTEA 
NYNUB 

 

5 True or False: The Thursday before 
Easter is known by Christians as 
Maundy Thursday? 

True/False 

6 Which plant is a symbol of the 
resurrection of Jesus? 

 Rose 
 Lily 
 Tulip 

7 What type of fancy hat begins with 
the letter B and is worn at Easter? 

 
 

8 Who shared the final meal, known 
as the Last Supper, with Jesus? (1 
point per name) 

 
 
 

9 The period of Lent reflects the 40 
days that Jesus spent in the: 

 Garden of 
Gethsemane 

 Town of 
Bethlehem 

 Desert 
10 Which famous Easter song includes 

the lyrics; “One a penny two a 
penny”? 

 
 

11 Good Friday honours the day that 
Jesus was: 

 Crucified 
 Baptized 
 Resurrected 

12 Can you unscramble the following 
word: TSAERE GSEG 

 
 

Please complete and return to Becky Jemmott (pigeon hole or by 
hand) by no later than Easter Sunday 1st April 2018 
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Stormzy wins BIG… and thanks God for Everything 

When Stormzy and producer Fraser T Smith started work on the grime 
star’s debut album, the pair would fantasise about the possibility of it 
winning Brit awards.  

Last night at the O2 in London, they got 
their moment. Not only did the 24-year-old 
south Londoner win best British male, but 
2017’s Gang Signs & Prayer scooped 
album of the year. 

Yet it was his performance on the night – 
specifically a freestyle rap that called out 
Theresa May over her handling of Grenfell, 
the persecution of young black British men 
and the hypocrisy of certain tabloids that 
really got the country talking. 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
congratulated the rapper on his victory, 
adding the hashtag #Grenfell while Tottenham MP David Lammy 
praised Stormzy for “speaking truth to power”. By Thursday, BBC Radio 
4’s The World at One was discussing “the politics of grime” and Classic 
FM was analysing Stormzy’s performance, likening him to “a modern-
day Shostakovich, using his music and his platform to upset the 
authorities”! 

His fans include the Church of England, which praised Stormzy’s 
determination to make his faith to God central to his art.  

Accepting the British male award, he thanked God for the award in his 
entirety, and reiterated his gratitude when he returned for British album: 
“Every time I give the glory to God, I know it seems like such a strange 
thing, but if you know God you know that this is all him.”  

C of E spokeswoman Ekene Oboko called Blinded by Your Grace “a 
powerful message about the mercy of God’s love.” 

By Thursday morning, the government had addressed Stormzy’s 
performance, reiterating its £58.29m commitment to the recovery and 
admitting that the initial response was too slow. 

Sarah Jones is Labour MP for Croydon Central, Stormzy’s childhood 
constituency. “The kids I’ve met from tough backgrounds, who move in 
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and out of school, who carry knives or get involved in selling drugs, their 
talent and dreams are wasted and we need to give them choices in 
life,” she said. “The best way to show them that they can achieve is for 
them to see people like Stormzy who come from the same part of town, 
who have the same lived experience, and made it.” 

Yomi Adegoke, author of the forthcoming book Slay in Your Lane: The 
Black Girl Bible, said the impact of Stormzy’s success “means so much 
for young black working-class individuals”. Beats 1 presenter Julie 
Adenuga described Stormzy as “the sort of artist this country needs right 
now”. 

Mary Berry’s Simnel Cake  

Serves: 12,  
Preparation time: 30 minutes,  
Cooking time: 2 hours, 15 minutes 

Ingredients 

175 g soft butter or margarine, plus 
extra for greasing 
175 g light muscovado sugar 
3 eggs 
175 g self-raising flour 
175 g sultanas 
90 g currants 
90 g glacé cherries, quartered, rinsed, and dried 
30 g candied peel, roughly chopped 
Grated zest of 1 large lemon 
1 tsp ground mixed spice 
For the decorating: 
500 g almond paste 
2 tbsp apricot jam 
1 egg white 

Deep 18 cm (7 in) round loose-bottomed cake tin 

Method 

Roll out one-third of the almond paste. Using the base of the cake tin as 
a guide, cut out an 18 centimetre round. 
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Grease the cake tin and line the bottom and side with greaseproof 
paper. 

Combine all the cake ingredients in a bowl. Beat well until thoroughly 
blended. Spoon half of the cake mixture into the prepared tin and 
smooth the surface. Top with the round of almond paste. 

Spoon the remaining cake mixture on top and level the surface. Bake in 
a preheated oven at 150°C/gas mark 2 for two and a quarter hours or 
until golden brown and firm to the touch. 

Cover the top of the cake with greaseproof paper if it is browning too 
quickly. Leave to cool for 10 minutes, then remove from the tin, and 
leave to cool completely. Warm the jam and use to brush the top of 
the cake. 

To decorate the cake, roll out half of the remaining almond paste and 
use the tin to cut out an 18 centimetre round. Put on top of the jam and 
crimp the edges. Roll the remaining almond paste into 11 even-sized 
balls. Place around the edge of the cake, attaching them with egg 
white. 

Brush the tops of the balls and the almond paste with egg white. Place 
under a hot grill for one to two minutes, until the balls are golden. 

Mary Berry’s Complete Cookery Book 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates for 2018 

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services from 2.30 – 3.30 pm.  

 Wednesday 14th March 
 Wednesday 11th April 

Please sign in at the Care Home reception desk on arrival. 

Julia Marsh 
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The Heart of Worship 

When we as a Housegroup first met to start thinking about what we 
wanted to base the service around, it only took a few moments for us to 
settle on the heart of worship as being our theme, and praying about 
this further this seemed to be what God wanted us to explore. 

Having not really done anything like this before I was a bit unsure on 
where to start. I really wanted to explore the passage that we have just 
read in John as felt this might be a good starting point. I must admit that 
my first instinct was to my computer and to that well known search 
engine google! However the more I read online, I felt I was missing the 
point. I realised that it was useless me trying to speak about the heart of 
worship if I was not trying to ensure that God was the focus of my words. 
I paused and prayed and hopefully the words I put together today will 
help us all pause and ponder on the true heart of worship  

One of the challenges in preparing for today, and sometimes possibly in 
our worship, is that real life can seem to get in the way. I feel the 
passage from John helps us to understand that worship is to do with real 
life rather than an interlude from it. You may find it useful to read the 
whole of the chapter to help explore this further. The chapter speaks 
about real life situations, hunger, racial conflict and sin, in the case of 
the Samaritan women adultery. And then it jumps straight into worship. 
This said to me that worship has to do with these issues, with the realness 
of life. In preparing for today, I found this encouraging that God knows 
my real life situations and I can worship him regardless of these. 

Having been encouraged that I could worship despite anything I may 
be wrestling with, I then started to look at the Samaritan women's 
question about the place of worship and Jesus response. The passage 
mentions two different places of worship, a mountain and Jerusalem, 
and highlights that neither will last forever. However the object of both 
those different places of worship remained the same, God, who will last 
forever when the places are no more. 

I started to think about the different places where I worship. At Park I 
find fellowship, community and somewhere I can worship out of the 
rain, and out of the cold, that is if the heating is working! However I also 
find inspiration in nature which leads me to worship, or the quietness of 
being at home can lead me to quite reflective praise. I have also spent 
some time over the year worshipping at other Churches on occasions in 
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an attempt to deepen my relationship with God. I think the point Jesus 
is trying to make, is that the place is not the reason why we worship and 
the reason is God. 

I also think it is also worth acknowledging that sometimes places can 
create barriers, detracting from the true heart of worship. I think we as 
Park have been keen to try and make sure our place of worship is 
accessible either practically or in experimenting with different styles and 
places worship, including different services such as Messy Church, 
Housegroups and Ignite. But I also see the value in pausing and 
reflecting on how God remains at the focus of our worship. 

For me personally, I remember a time when I was fixated on finding a 
Church that was a mirror image of the Church I grew up in as this felt 
comfortable and familiar. I have started to realise over the last year that 
for me I have to realign my focus, and that as long as my focus is God, I 
can worship wherever I am. 

So if the place is not the heart of worship, what does Jesus say is 
necessary and essential in our worship? In reading this passage he talks 
about worshipping God in spirit and in truth. It seemed to me that the 
emphasis was not to be laid upon the place where I worshipped God, 
but upon the state of mind in which I worshipped him.  

But what did that really mean, to worship in spirit and truth? By this point 
I was wishing I had a degree in theology and not social work. The truth 
be told I felt more than a little under prepared to explore this, 
particularly as the passage mentions this twice which to me shows this is 
something Jesus really wants us to understand.  

 

I think that both these aspects are intertwined and Jesus seems to be 
saying that you needed both to be a true worshipper. The truth part to 
me was worshipping God as the Lord of all, our Saviour and believing 
this. The spirit part to me said that this was me worshipping with all within 
me as without this I was in danger of falling into a faith without 
meaning. Both of these things to me seemed to be an inward response, 
and is not something that is an outward show to the people around us, 
but is us communicating with God. It is not something you can tell by 
watching other people, if they lift their hands or not, if they sing loudly or 
not at all. It is something God knows as he knows our hearts. This is our 
own personal challenge and we will all have our different preferences 
of the form our worship to God takes.  
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To me this seemed to be the last piece in the puzzle, helping me to 
understand how to worship God. In choosing the picture on the screen, 
I was trying to capture these three points. I can worship God regardless 
of what is happening in my life, I can worship him wherever I am and I'm 
to do so focusing on him, in spirit and in truth.  

Charlotte Blackburn  

Elders’ Development Sessions 

Elders’ Development sessions are for current Elders, non-serving Elders 
and anyone interested in becoming an Elder 

 Pastoral Care and Mission on Saturday 24 February 2018 at 
Avenue St Andrew’s URC, Southampton. 

 Pastoral Care and Mission on Saturday 3 March 2018 at St 
Andrew’s URC, Reading. 

 Prayer, Spirituality & Worship on Saturday 7 April 2018 at Avenue 
St Andrew’s URC, Southampton. 

 Prayer, Spirituality & Worship on Saturday 14 April 2018 at St 
Andrew’s URC, Reading. 

Please contact the Synod Office to book your place.  
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Why the Wood Pellet Market is so Short this Winter 

...some interesting background information on why the church has been 
somewhat chilly recently: 

Under the Renewable Heat Incentive, the wood pellet market has 
grown to exceed UK production, so that it takes a mixture of British and 
imported pellets to meet demand. Unfortunately, there have been 
interruptions to the supply of both native and foreign pellets. 

The majority of pellets imported into the UK come from the Baltics, 
Russia and their neighbours. Harvesting in their boggy forests depends 
on the ground freezing. Unfortunately, this year, they had an unusually 
warm and wet autumn. There was a shortage of logs for the sawmills, 
who therefore had highly restricted production of timber and limited by-
product for pelletisation.  

The next most common source of imports for the UK is Iberia (Spain and 
Portugal). The wildfires of last summer destroyed two pellet plant. It also 
impacted the availability of fibre for pelletising, although the effect is 
complex. 

Although this is mainly a supply crunch, there has been some 
strengthening of demand, which exacerbates the problem. The 
number of pellet-heating installations in the UK is not growing much, 
thanks to changes to the RHI tariffs, but there was a surge in installation 
of pellet-fired CHP units last year, under a different set of RHI tariffs. 

On a Europe-wide basis, there has been some continued growth in 
pellet-heating installations, particularly in Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, 
Germany, Poland and Finland. 

On a European average, temperatures this winter have been more 
normal than the abnormally-warm winters of the previous 3 years. 
Demand for heating fuel varies much more according to the weather 
than demand for electricity. The swing in demand from a warm year to 
a cold year can be over 20% even if there is no change in the number 
of installations. 

On an annual basis, there is enough production to meet demand 
across Europe. But most of the demand in the UK falls in the few winter 
months. At that time, the factories cannot keep up.  

The simple answer to this is that wood pellets need to be put into 
storage in summer, but British consumers have been willing neither to 
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pay for the cost of their suppliers doing that, nor to put in stores that 
allow them to take a good proportion of their requirements in summer. 
Until this winter, they got away with it, because excess production 
capacity disguised the need. This winter, reality has caught up. 

Drax power station in the UK is comfortably the largest single consumer 
of wood pellets. We are told that they decided to source a larger 
proportion of their pellets from Europe this year. Many pellet producers 
can easily switch between producing industrial pellets for power 
generation and premium pellets for heating appliances. Although the 
price is generally lower, there are a number of attractions for producers 
in producing industrial pellets rather than premium pellets. Some 
European production was diverted from the heat market in this way. 

Some new biomass generating stations in northern Europe went into 
production last year, and further increased the demand for industrial 
pellets. 

After years of over-supply and prices below the level necessary to make 
a return, there is no rush to expand production capacity to meet this 
increasing industrial demand. And production of heating pellets is 
unlikely to increase significantly in the UK. Although there are still one or 
two optimists coming into the market, it would be the triumph of hope 
over experience to trust government policy enough to invest in 
producing wood pellets for the British heat market. 

Drax announced recently that they will convert a fourth unit to biomass 
this summer. To put that into perspective, the demand for industrial 
pellets for that unit alone may be double the total British demand for 
heating pellets.  

Other biomass generating stations are expected to go into operation in 
Europe by next winter. For now, the focus should be on securing 
enough fuel to stay warm this winter. 



page 21 

Elders’ Prayer - Lord, we love this place 

Lord, we love this place - for all its endless rotas, its unpredictable 
heating and its precarious finances - we love this place. 

In this place, as children, we laughed and sang and played, and 
learned of Your love. 

Lord help us to remember those who gave selflessly of their time to 
teach us of You.  

Grant us the time and the patience to continue that work and Lord 
help us to remember children throughout the world who have none of 
the love and the benefits that we had. 

In this place, through the years, we made friends here - and we prayed 
and praised together and appreciated the strength of the fellowship 
here. 

Lord help us to remember those who had the vision, the time and the 
generosity to build this church. 

Grant us the generosity of our time and money to continue that vision 
and Lord help us to remember Christians throughout the world who do 
not have the freedom of worship that we have. 

In this place as our years advance, we can look back at those who 
have inspired and guided us 

Lord help us to remember those who had the vision, the time and the 
skills to build this church. 

Grant us the wisdom and the ability to inspire and reach out to others 
and help us to remember those throughout the world who have yet to 
learn of Your love 

So when the rotas seem long, the church seems cold and the demands 
on our time seem endless, we remember how we love You, how we 
love each other and how we love this place. 

Rod 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Treasurer: 

Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Church Secretary: 

Simon & Jenny King  

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

F & GP Committee Chairman: 

Tim Lancaster   

Gift Aid Secretary: 

Tony Durrant    

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone: 0118 934 3089 
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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.  

starting now! 


